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The loss of a child is one of the most devastating tragedies that can occur in the human family.
It is even worse when it is a small child whose life was cut short as result of a tragic accident.
Veronica was only three years old when the accident occurred, and for eleven years she had
struggled to survive, but on Sunday morning, July 8, 2012, she had to relinquish that struggle,
leaving behind a grieving family and friends. My family has been very close to Veronica’s
parents through the years, and we’ve watched the past eleven years as little Veronica suffered
and as her parents sought countless medical opportunities to help her. Her parents, sisters, and
other family members, along with many friends, loved this sweet little girl and prayed and cried,
hoping she would recover, but God knows best and it was time to cease her suffering and to
rest for all eternity. The times I visited Vanderbilt Children’s Hospital to see Veronica, her
mother was always there. When I drove to Lexington, Kentucky to see her in the Children’s
Hospital there, her mother was there. All the family worked hard to care for Veronica and we
extend to them our deepest sympathy. The following scripture should be a big encouragement
to all: “For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared to the
glory that shall be revealed to us” (Romans 8:18). The suffering is over for Veronica and the
memories of her smiles and the big tears in her eyes will never end so long as her family and
friends live. “The Lord bless thee, and keep thee: The Lord make his face shine upon thee, and
be gracious unto thee: The Lord lift up his countenance upon thee, and give thee peace.”
(Numbers 6:24-26)
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